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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/802,983 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3632 

This is the second office action for application number 10/802,983, Retail Display 
Support having Reduced Drag and Method, filed on March 17, 2004. 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of species III (Fig. 10) in the reply filed on 
October 28, 2005 is acknowledged. 

Claims 5-8 and 12-16 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on October 28, 2005. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because reference numbers "260" and "360" in Figs. 2 
and 3 appear to be referring to an angle and not a bend as cited in the specification. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement-drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate 
figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining 
figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the 
several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted 
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after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: "736," "800," "814," 
"916," and "918". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement-drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior 
version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: "140" and "170" 
in Fig. 1; "746" in Figs. 7-9; "810" in Fig. 10; and "910" in Fig. 11. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference 
character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement-drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
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an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 9, 
paragraph 52, lines 4 and 7, reference character "742" is referring to a tacky, skid resistant 
surface and a removable adhesive; and on page 10, paragraph 49, line 7, "712" appears to be 
incorrect and should be -71 1-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Cancellation of Claims 

Claims 17-28 have been canceled per applicant's request. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 4,239,099 to Williams et al., hereinafter, Williams. Williams discloses an apparatus for 
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displaying retail merchandise (96-102), the apparatus adapted to be supported by a vertical 
support, the apparatus comprising: a retail support structure (26, 28) having a rearward 
portion (34) adapted to be supported by the vertical support, the retail support structure having 
a support surface (54) extending horizontally, the support surface adapted to slidably support 
merchandise; a front stop (88, 90, 92) arranged proximate a front end (36) of the support 
surface; self facing means (70) for facilitating forward movement of merchandise supported on 
the support surface toward the front stop; a reduced friction layer (84, 86) on the support 
surface, the reduced friction layer having a static coefficient of friction that is less than a static 
coefficient of friction for a standard powder coated finish for retail shelves; wherein the reduced 
friction layer comprises a fluoropolymer (Col. 4, line 25ff); and wherein the retail support 
structure is supported in a horizontal position by the vertical support. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 and 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 5,878,895 to Springs in view of U.S. Patent 4,346,806 to Bustos. Springs 
discloses an apparatus (10) for displaying retail merchandise (12), the apparatus adapted to 
be supported by a vertical support, the apparatus comprising: a retail support structure (14) 
having a rearward portion (22) adapted to be supported by the vertical support, the retail 
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support structure having a support surface (26) extending horizontally, the support surface 
adapted to slidably support merchandise; a front stop (28) arranged proximate a front end of 
the support surface; self facing means for facilitating forward movement of merchandise 
supported on the support surface toward the front stop; wherein the means includes a spring 
biased pusher (32) biased toward the front stop and movable toward and away from the front 
stop; wherein the support surface is oriented substantially parallel with horizontal when the 
retail support structure is supported in a horizontal position by the vertical support; and wherein 
the retail support structure includes a generally flat panel providing the support surface. 

Springs discloses the claimed invention except for the limitations of a reduced friction 
layer on the support surface, the reduced friction layer having a static coefficient of friction that 
is less than a static coefficient of friction for a standard powder coated finish for retail shelves; 
wherein the reduced friction layer comprises a fluoropolymer; and wherein the fluoropolymer is 
coated onto the support surface. Bustos teaches an apparatus for displaying retail 
merchandise having a retail support structure, a support surface having a reduced friction layer 
(18) and wherein the layer is a fluoropolymer (Col. 2, line 45ff). It would have been obvious to 
one having the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
apparatus in Springs to have included the friction layer as taught by Bustos for the purpose of 
providing a very slick surface for the merchandise to slide upon. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams. 
Williams discloses the claimed invention except for the limitation of the fluoropolymer being 
coated onto the support surface. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have modified the support surface in Williams to have 
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a coated fluoropolymer for the purpose of providing and alternative means for attaching the low 
friction layer to the support surface and since such a modification would not have produced 
any unexpected structural results. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams in view 
of U.S. Patent 6,218,017 to Yamashita et al., hereinafter, Yamashita. Williams discloses the 
claimed invention except for the limitation of the reduced friction layer comprising a silicon 
ultraviolet (UV) type coating. Yamashita teaches a structure having a layer of silicon ultraviolet 
material. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the low friction layer in Williams to have been a silicon 
ultraviolet layer as taught by Yamashita for the purpose of providing a hard protective coating 
for the support surface. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Re 30,706 to Bustos 
U.S. Patent 4,899,893 to Robertson 
U.S. Patent 5,012,936 to Crum 
U.S. Patent 5,088,607 to Risafi et al. 
U.S. Patent 5,197,610 to Bustos 
U.S. Patent 5,496,976 to Burchell 
U.S. Patent 5,562,217 to Salveson et al. 
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U.S. Patent 5,855,283 to Johnson 
U.S. Patent 6,464,089 to Rankin, VI 
U.S. Patent 6,536,609 to Lake 
U.S. Patent 6,769,552 to Thalenfeld 
U.S. Patent 6,866,156 to Nagel et al. 
U.S. Patent 6,923,330 to Nagel 



The above patents all disclose various types of merchandise display shelves. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anita M. King whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6817. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571 ) 272-6788. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Anita M. King" 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 



January 23, 2006 



